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Ed Stennett on Population Growth
and the Demand for Resour ces

Ed Sennett is President of the Growth Education Movement, Inc. of
Gaithersburg, MD, and author of In Growth We Trust: Sprawl,
Smart Growth, and Rapid Population Growth (2002). His book
details the problems of population growth in the metropolitan
Washington, D.C. area, the economics of growth, and strategies for
restraining growth. Mr. Stennett was a speaker at ASAP’s second
and third annual conferences. He wrote the following Letter to the
Editor published in the New York Times on February 17, 2005.
Sennett’s letter addresses the role of population growth in our ever-
expanding national need for electric power. As you read his
comments, think locally: Does the same logic apply to local
population growth and our area’s expanding need for water?

I n Collapse, author Jared Diamond tells the story of Norse
people on Greenland starving to death in the midst of food —
probably because they had a taboo against eating fish. We see
such behavior as crazy. Yet history is poised to record that we
too have chosen an insane path because of ataboo.

Environmentalists are keepers of the taboo. Our
environmental problems grow increasingly urgent; yet
environmentalists ignore the root cause. Examples are rife,
but a succinct instance involves wind turbines in eastern
mountain forests. Even the visionary Bill McKibben urges
that we hasten the planting of these giants. He acknowledges
that part of him does not want them marring the view, and he
surely does not want to listen to them, or look at the dead birds
and bats below them. So why must we install turbines in such
guestionable locations? Because global warming is so serious
athreat.

Ironically, turbines in such locations will not alter the threat.
In Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia, the
projected electricity consumption growth alone (2000 — 2025)
will far exceed the total utility grade on-shore wind power
potential of these states. Surprised? The datais straight out of
the US DOE.

U.S. population growth is driving most of the electricity
consumption growth, and we will likely double our population
by 2100. Stabilizing the US population is the single most
important step we could take to deter global warming. And
doing so is no more problematic than transitioning to
renewable fuels. Even with an annual net immigration of 1
million, we could stabilize the US population by simply
returning to the total fertility rate we experienced during the
late ‘70s. But no environmentalist will dare broach the
subject; it’sinsane. Sincerely, E.S.

ASAP’s New Advisory Council

SAP's just-established Advisory Council will serve as a

key resource to the organization, making
recommendations and providing background for decisions
made by the Board of Directors. The Advisory Council will
provide input on policies, planning, strategies, programs
(including fund raising), evaluation, public relations, and
organizational structure.  Specific responsibilities will be
assigned at the discretion of the Board of Directors. General
responsibilities include, but are not limited to, attendance at
four joint Advisory Council/Board of Directors meetings each
year; attendance, whenever possible, at regular monthly ASAP
meetings and Board of Directors meetings; recruitment of new
members, assistance in obtaining financia support;
enhancement of ASAP's public image; establishment (or
strengthening) of ties with other organizations; and an ability
to explain and defend ASAP' s positions.

The Advisory Council will consist of 8 to 20 members, all of
whom will be dues-paying members of ASAP. Members will
be nominated by ASAP's President or Board of Directors and
confirmed by a vote of the Board. Although the initial terms
of office will be staggered, typical terms will be three years
with no limit on the number of successive terms.

The initial members of the Advisory Council are listed on
Page 4, together with the ASAP Board of Directors.

ChrisWilliamson and the
No-Growth Option

t the January 13" ASAP meeting, Dr. Chris Williamson,

aplanner for the City of Oxnard, California, echoed what
ASAP has been arguing all along: that the “no-growth option”
is a viable and ethical choice for local communities. His
article, "Exploring the No-Growth Option," was published in
the November 2004 issue of Planning, the magazine of the
American Planning Association (APA).

During his presentation, Williamson expanded on the themes
in his article. He emphasized that population and market
demand projections are not plans, but rather estimates based
on past trends extended into the future. He noted that the APA
even cautions its members that, “When using the standard
methods of population projection ... planners need to

See The No-Growth Option on page 2



The No-Growth Option
Continued from page 1

recognize that the results are hypothetical . . . and to resist the
temptation to assume that these results describe the most
probable future (the truth) or the most desirable one (the
ideal).”*

He also noted that development does not occur everywhere the
market desires; we currently reject market demand for growth
when we protect parks, historic areas, and sensitive
environments. Tying these two points together, Williamson
pointed out that if projections are just estimates, not plans, and
if we have dready decided that growth will not occur
everywhere, then, logically, growth at the local leve is a
choice. Williamson said, “Your community is not obliged to
meet market demand. If, through a valid, fair, and informed
democratic process, your community chooses no-growth over
growth, that is an ethical planning decision that should be fully
respected — both by the planning profession and by pro-growth
advocates.”

Williamson identified several key steps a community must
take to implement the no-growth option. Development rights
should not be increased, and the boundaries of the growth
areas should not be expanded. Where possible, decisions
about new developments should be made directly by the
voters, not by elected officials (this procedure for referenda,
common in California, is currently not availablein Virginia).

The community should move toward permanent land control,
e.g., buying land, buying development rights, and using
permanent conservation easements. The community may need
to pay businesses and people to move to other areas that are
willing to accommodate more growth.

Williamson also pointed out that the no-growth option will
present problems, just as perpetual growth does. We will need
to learn to manage issues like increasing home prices and
rents, wage pressures, and criticism by regional and state
governments. Williamson advocated open, informed, honest
and fair debate to address these issues and improve the
decison-making process. The redlity is that we will
experience change whether we grow or not — neither option is
problem-free. However, it is the community that should
discuss and choose its future — these decisions should not be
left solely in the hands of those who profit from growth. And
as Williamson says, “If no-growth doesn't work, you can
always go back to perpetual growth!”

Williamson intends to expand his article into a book. If you
wish to receive an e-mail copy of the article, or the draft
outline of the book, please contact Andy Wright at

andy @eco3.com .

1 “The Practice of Local Government Planning” Third Edition, p. 82,
American Planning Association, International City Management
Association
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ASAP favors growth!

In a shocking turnabout, no-growth group Advocates for a
Sustainable Albemarle Population adopted a pro-growth
stance tonight during its annual meeting. “We want to
double our membership this year,” said ASAP Prez Jack

Marshall.” C-VILLE Weekly, March 8-14, 2005

Al Weed — Lessonsfrom the
Campaign Trail

t ASAP's February 3" meeting, Al Weed shared some of

his experiences as a candidate running for the U.S. 5"
Congressional District seat last year. He also introduced
Public Policy Virginia (PPV), a new non-profit organization
he has established.

Weed suspects he was the first candidate in Virginia to run on
a no-growth platform — a position he admits is not yet
politically compelling! Taking a no-growth stance is viewed
by some as being anti-business. Obviously, as a small
business owner, Weed does not see a contradiction between
no-growth and economic prosperity. However, even in areas
experiencing the problems associated with growth, like
Albemarle, Weed found people reluctant to question the myth
that growth is always good. Weed thinks ASAP needsto tell a
better story of how people can prosper in a no-growth
community.

Other portions of the 5™ District are reeling from the double
collapse of the tobacco and textile industries, with resultant
rapid disinvestment in these communities and the loss of
businesses, jobs and self esteem. The solutions to replacing
the lost manufacturing jobs are daunting, a result of low
education levels and few local resources in these areas. Weed
thinks that globalization contributes to the problems and
argues that the federal government has an obligation to assist
communities affected by the loss of jobs overseas.

Weed redlizes that a lot of people do not pay attention to
politics, fail to see politics as a source of solutions, and
struggle to see the connection between the candidates
messages and their own day-to-day issues. To help state and
local progressives frame their message more effectively, Weed
has founded Public Policy Virginia, a non-profit organization
that will focus attention on a range of issues affecting
progressives and conservatives alike.

Weed is particularly interested in having PPV take on the
issue of values. He notes that conservatives have been very
effective at building a moral structure around their values —
even if their actions are not always consistent with those
values. PPV will focus public attention on these
inconsistencies, while ssimultaneously coordinating efforts to
define and effectively promote a moral structure based on
progressive values. Weed emphasizes that progressives need
to become more comfortable talking about their values. He
intends for PPV to help craft a consistent progressive message
and work to get that message out.
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Growth and Redistricting

aving just attended a public hearing about school redistricting, Brian Wheeler, ASAP member and At-Large representative to the

Albemarle County School Board, observed that many parents are asking why their children may be forced to change schools
when they livein a*“no growth” part of the County. The parents spoke passionately about preserving their small, neighborhood school
communities. ASAP believes the effort to maintain local schools will face severe difficulties, even in the rura areas, if Albemarle
continues to grow at its present pace.

ASAP in the News

A recent issue of the C-ville Weekly featured an article about the Free Enterprise Forum, “a local business advocacy group” that
“casts a pro-business eye on the affairs of Central Virginia's municipal governments.”? The Forum has shown interest in the
proposed James River pipeline that would carry water from Scottsville to Charlottesville. According to the article, this project “could
uncork new housing subdivisions in rural Albemarle at a time when the City and County each want to channel growth into urban
areas. . . . The pipeline could be tapped to extend water and sewer capabilities to rural areas in Albemarle and Fluvanna, which could
fuel an explosion of suburban development.” The C-ville suggested that the Forum will see this as a positive outcome. “For the
Forum and its supporters, the rumble of bulldozersis the sweet sound of money in the bank.” The article casts the Forum “as the head
cheerleader for rapid growth in any form . . .” and ASAP asits antithesis. The article summarized ASAP's opposition to the James
River pipeline: “It's alousy option,” declared ASAP President, Jack Marshall. “This is going to open the spigot, literally, for more
growth.”

2 John Borgmeyer, “ Free Enterprise Forum keeps a close eye on Council,” C-VILLE Weekly, February 15-21, 2005, p. 9.



Upcoming ASAP M eetings :
ASAP Board of Directors
March 17 — Board meeting, 8:00 am., Room 235, Albemarle Jack Marshall, President Francis Fife
County Office Building — members welcome. Al Weed, Vice President LauraHorn
Elizabeth Burdash, Secretary Tom Loach

April 14 (NOTE 2™ Thursday) — M ember ship meeting, 7:30 Geoffrey Mattocks, Treasurer Ann Mallek
p.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church Library, 190 Rugby Richard Clyde Collins Carleton Ray
Road. Topic: Virginia Communities Growth M anagement
Efforts. Does the State Government Help or Hinder? The ASAP Advisory Council
discussion will be led by Mitch Van Yahres, retiring delegate Diana Abbott Janis Jaguith
for the 57" District of the VA House of Delegates. All Gib Akin Harry Levins
members of the community are welcome to attend the Jim Bonner Mark Lorenzoni
meeting. Whitman Cross, 11 Marvin (Bud) Moss

) ) Nick Evans Deborah Murray
May 12 (NOTE 2™ Thursday) — M ember ship meeting, 7:30 John Hermsmeier John Stack
p.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church Library, 190 Rugby Bob Humphris Peggy Thome
Road. Tentative Topic: Update on Loudoun County’s Steve Jamme Jane Williamson
Convulsions Over Growth: Implicationsfor Albemarle.

ASAP is a non-profit corporation organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Its mission is to increase knowledge and
awareness about the effects of net population growth on our natural environment and quality of life, and to advocate appropriate policies and
mechanisms that will enable our region to reach a sustainable population size.  To achieve this, ASAP will engage in research, community
education, policy development, and advocacy. ASAP publishes this newsletter monthly except for combined January-February and June-July
issues. Submit editorial comments to Andy Wright at andy@eco3.com. Articles may be reprinted or excerpted with attribution. To become a
member of ASAP and/or to receive this newsletter and a notice of ASAP events, contact Andy Wright at andy@eco3.com or 434-244-0793.

3570 Brinnington Road
Charlottesville, VA 22901

Phone:  434-974-6390
Fax: 434-974-4924

www.stopgrowthASAP.org
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